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Government of India 
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare 

Directorate General of Health Services 
Nirman Bhawan, New Delhi- 110 108 

Tel.: 23061063, 23061438 (0), 23061924 (F) 
Email: dghs§nic.in  

ita/Dated 	  
D.O. No. Z.28015/131/2020-EMR 	 14.06.2020 

Dear Shri Dev, 

Please refer to the issue raised regarding deaths of suspect covid patients and dead 
bodies not being handed over to the relatives pending confirmation of test report by the 
hospitals. 

I Would like to clarify that the dead bodies of such suspected COVID cases should 
be handed over to their relatives immediately and laboratory confirmation of COVID should 
not be awaited. These bodies can as a matter of abundant precaution be disposed as per 
the "Guidelines on dead body management" available on the website of Ministry of Health 
& Family Welfare dated 15/3/2020. 

If such death cases test positive eventually, then the requisite action for contact 
listing, tracking etc, should be carried out subsequently. 

Further necessary action may be taken as per the clarification given above. 

Regards 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Dr. 

Shri Vijay Dev, IAS 
Chief Secretary 
Government of NCT of Delhi 

Copy to: 

Secretary (Health), MoHFW, Govt. of India 
OW (Health), MoHFW, Govt. of India 
MS, Dr. RML Hospital, New Delhi 
MS, Safdarjang Hospital, New Delhi 
Director, LHMC & Hospital, New Delhi 
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