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Dated the 7th .,lanuary 2022

Government of lndia
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Guidelines for lnternational Arrivals
(in supersession of all guidelines issued on the subject on and after 30th November 2021)

lntroduction

The globaltrajectory of COVID-19 pandemic continues to decline with certain regional variations. The

need to monitor the continuously changing nature of virus and evolution of SARS-CoV-2 variants of
concern (VOCs) must still remain in focus. The existing guidelines for international arrivals in lndia

have been formulated taking a risk-based approach. The existing guidelines have been revised in view

of reporting of a new variant of SARS-CoV-2 (B.1.1.529; named Omicron) which has been classified as

Variant of Concern by the World Health Organization.

Scope

This document provides protocols to be complied by international travellers as well as those to be

followed by airlines and all points of entry (airports, seaports and land border).

This Standard Operating Procedure shall be valid w.e.f. 11th January 2022 (00.01 Hrs IST)tillfurther
orders. Based on the risk assessment, this document shall be reviewed from time to time.

A.1. Planning for Travel

i. All travellers should

a. Submit complete and factual information in self-declaration form on the online Air

Suvidha portal (https://www. newdelh ia irport. in/a irsuvid hala pho-registrat ion )

before the scheduled travel, including last 14 days travel details.

b. Upload a negative COVID-19 RT-PCR report*. The test should have been conducted

within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the journey.

c. Each passenger shall also submit a declaration with respect to authenticity of the

report and will be liable for criminal prosecution, if found otherwise.

ii. They should also give an undertaking on the portalor otherwise to Ministry of CivilAviation,

Government of lndia, through concerned airlines before they are allowed to undertake the
journey that they would abide by the decision of the appropriate government authority to
undergo home/institutionalquarantine/ self-health monitoring, as warranted.

iii. Continuing with the earlier approach, travellers from certain specified Countries (based on

epidemiological situation of COVID-19 in those Countries) are identified for additional follow
up. These include need foradditional measures as detailed in para (xviii) below. The listing of

such specified Countries is a dynamic exercise based on evolving situation of COVID-19 across

the world and will be made available on the websites of Ministry of Health & Family Welfare,

(mohfw.gov.in) and the link of the same will be available at website of Ministry of External

Affairs and Air Suvidha Portal.

iv. All travellers who need to undertake testing on arrival, should preferably pre-book the test

online on Air Suvidha Portal, to facilitate timely testing.

A.2. Before Boarding
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v. Passengers originating or transiting from at-risk countries shall be informed by the airlines

that they will undergo post arrival testing, quarantine if tested negative, stringent isolation

protocols if tested positive etc. as mentioned in para (xviii).

vi. Do's and Don'ts shall be provided along with ticket to the travellers by the airlines/agencies

concerned.

vii Airlines to allow boarding by only those passengers who have filled in allthe information in

the Self Declaration Form on the Air Suvidha portal and uploaded the negative RT-PCR test

report.
viii. At the time of boarding the flight, only asymptomatic travellers will be allowed to board after

thermalscreening.

ix. All passengers shall be advised to download Aarogya Setu app on their mobile devices.

A.3. During Travel

x, ln-flight announcement about COVID-19 including precautionary measures to be followed

shall be made at airports and in flights and during transit.
xi. During in-flight crew shall ensure that COVID appropriate behaviour is followed at alltimes.
xii. lf any passenger reports symptoms of COVID-19 during flight, he/she shall be isolated as per

protocol,

xiii. Proper in-flight announcements should be made by the airlines regarding the testing

requirements and people who need to undergo such testing to avoid any congestion at the

arrival airports.

A.4. On arrival

xiv. De-boarding should be done ensuring physicaldistancing.

xv. The.rmal screening would be carried out in respect of all the passengers by the health officials

present at the airport. The self-declaration form filled online shall be shown to the airport

health staff,

xvi. The passengers found to be symptomatic during screening shall be immediately isolated and

taken to medical facility as per health protocol. lf tested positive, their contacts shall be

identified and managed as per laid down protocolr.

xvii. Travellers from specified Countries at risk [as mentioned in para (iii) and (iv) above] willfollow
the protocol as detailed below:
. Submission of sample for post-arrival COVID-19 test* at the point of arrival (self-paid).

Such travellers will be required to wait for their test results at the arrival airport before

leaving or taking a connecting flight.
r lf tested negative they will follow, home quarantine for 7 days and shall undertake RT-

PCR test on the 8th day of arrival in lndia*.
o Travelers shall also be required to upload results of repeat RT-PCR test for COVID-19 done

on 8'h day on Air Suvidha portal (to be monitored by the respective States/UTs).
o lf negative, they will further self-monitor their health for next 7 days.

o However, if such travellers are tested positive, their samples should be further sent for
genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory network.

. They shall be managed at isolation facility and treated as per laid down standard protocol

including contact tracing mentioned in para (xvii).

o The contacts of such positive case should be kept under home quarantine monitored

strictly by the concerned State Government as per laid down protocol.
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xviii. Travellers from Countries excluding those in referred to in para (iii) and (iv) above, will follow
the protocol as below:
a. A sub-section (2% of the totalflight passengers) shall undergo post-arrival testing at

random at the airport on arrival.

b. These2% of such travellers in each flight shall be identified by the concerned airlines
( preferably from different cou ntries).

c. Laboratories shall prioritize testing of samples from such travellers
d. Alltravellers (including those 2% who were selected for random testing on arrival and

were found negative) will undergo home quarantine for 7 days and shall undertake
RT-PCR test on the Sth day of arrival in lndia+.

e. Travelers shall also be required to upload results of repeat RT-PCR test for COVID 19

done on 8th day on Air Suvidha portal (to be monitored by the respective States/UTs).

f. lf negative, they will further self-monitor their health for next 7 days.

g. However, if such travellers are tested positive, their samples should be further sent

for genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory network.
h. They shall be managed at isolation facility and treated as per laid down standard

protocol including contact tracing mentioned in para (xvii).

xix. lf travellers under home quarantine or self-health monitoring, develop signs and symptoms

suggestive of COVID-19 or test positive for COVID-19 on re-testing, they will immediately self -

isolate and report to their nearest hea lth facility or ca ll Nationa I he lpline n u m ber (107 5 )/ State

Helpline Number.

lnternational travellers arriving at seaports/land ports

xx. lnternational trav'ellers arriving through seaporls/land ports will also have to undergo the

same protocol as above, except that facility for online registration is not available for such

passengers currently.
xxi. Such travellers shall submit the self-declaration form to the concerned authorities of

Government of lndia at seaports/land ports on arrival.

* Children under 5 years of age are exempted from both pre- and post-arrival testing. However, if

found symptomatic for COVID-19 on arrival or during home quarantine period, they shall undergo

testing and treated as per laid down protocol.

B Contacts of the suspect case are the co-passengers seated in the same row,3 rows in front and 3

rows behind along with identified Cabin Crew. Also, all the community contacts of those travellers

who have tested positive (during home quarantine period)would be subjected to quarantinefor L4

days and tested as per ICMR protocol.
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Dated the 28th November 2O2l

Government of lndia

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Guidelines for lnternational Arrivals

(in supersession of all guidelines issued on the subject on and after Ll.th November 2021)

lntroduction

The global trajectory of COVID-19 pandemic continues io deciine with csrIain regior,airrarrations The

need to monitor the continuously changing nature of virus and evoiuiion of SARS-CoV-2 variarrts, of

concern (VOCs) must still remain in focus. The existing guidelines for international arrivals in lndia

have been formulated taking a risk-based approach, The existing guidelines have been rcvrsed ii i"r'.r
of reporting of a new variant of SARS-CoV-2 (B 1.1 529; nameci Omicron) rvhich nas l,ee: '.c.'

classified as Variant of Concern by the World Health Organizatrorr.

Scope

This document provides protocols to be complied with inlernatronal travel e's as '.ve i ttos: t3 5,:

followed by airlines, points of entry (airports, seaports a^cj land border) for risk profiling of passengers

This Standard Operating Procedure shall be valid w.e.f, 1't December 2}ll (00.01 Hrs l5T) iili fLrrtne:

orders. Based on the risk assessment, this document shall be reviewed from time io time

A.1. Planning for Travel

i All travellers should

a. Submit. self-declaration form on rhe orlii'te Air Suvidha port.li

(https://www.newdelhiairport.in/airsuvidha/apho regrstration)before the schedule,:

travel, including lasr 14 days travel details.

b. Upload a negative COVID-19 RT-PCR reilo.L . T,ri:.'-t:rt;l-rould have been ccn-1ucr.et:

within 72 hrs prior to undertaking the lourney.

c. Each passenger shall also submit a declaration \,\'ilh respect to autherrticiiy c,f tire

report and will be liable for criminal prosecution, if iound otherwise.

ii, They should also give an undertaking on the portal or otherwise io Mrnistry of Civil Avta:tcr',

Government of lndia, through concerneci airlines before ihey ar'e aliowed to urrciertake lhe

journey that they would abide by the decision of the appropriate government authority t3

undergo home/institutional quarantine/ self-health monito';ing, as warranted.

iii Continuing with the earlier approach, travellers fronr certain specified Countries (basei orr

epidemiological situation of COVID-19 in those Countries) are iderrtified for additionol folio'r

up. These include need for additional measures as detailed in para (xv) below. Ihe lrsting of

such speclfied Countries is a dynarnic exercise il'eC ot.t evorriine' situation of CoViD-if acros:

the world ancj will be made avariacie on the \{'c;rstte 5 o1:'/lir'listry ci rrealtlt & Fanril','\.r.'.ii;t'-'

(mohfw.gov.in) and the link of th;: same rvili Oe availa!:l:'d: wcrs i I ()( iviinistry oi Extern-r

Affairs and Air Suvldha Portal

A.Z. Before Boardlng

tv. Passengerr, originating or transiting frorn 3t-rri,( r'ountriPs ci); bu irtforitred by ttrt''lrrliLrt's

that they will undergo pcrst arilVal te:ttnB, clu,rrantir)c ri irrt.r(i 'ri:il.lirve, stringsrrt lsJl.rtrorl

Frrotocols if tested posil.rvfl ctc. ,ls mentinrrld irr por.r (rv)



vii.

viii.

A.3.

tx,

X.

xt.

Do's and Dorr'ts shall be provided atong with ticket to the travellers by the airlines/agencres

concerned,

Airlines to allow boarding by only those passengers who have filled in tlte Seif Declaratiorr

Form on the Air Suvidha portal, uploaded the negative RT-PCR test report

At the time of boarding the flight, only asymptomatic travellers wlll be allowed to board after'

thermal screening.

All passengers shallbe advised to download Aarogya Setu app on their mobile devices

Durlng Travel

ln-ftight announcement about COVID-19 including precautionary measures to be followed

shall be made at airports and in flights and during transit.

During in-flight crew shall ensure that COVID appropriate behaviour is followed at al titnes'

lf any passenger reports symptoms of COVID-19 during flight, he/she shall be isolated as per

protocol.

A.4. On arrival

xii. De-boarding should be done ensuring physical distancing

xiii. Thermal screening would be carried out in respect of all the passengers by the health officials

present at the airport. The self-declaration form filled online shall ce shown to the airport

health staff.

xiv. The passengers found to be symptomatic during screening shall oe immediately isolated a.d

taken to medical facility as per health protocol. lf tested oositive, their contacts shall be

identified and managed as per laid down protocoln'

xv. Travellers from specified countries at risk [as mentioned in para (iii) above) will follow tne

Protocol as detailed below:
. Submission of sample for post-arrivat COVID-19 test* at the point of

arrival (selFpaid). Such travellers will be required to wait for their test

results at the arrival airport before leaving or taking a connectinB flight

. lf tested negative they will follow, home quarantine for 7 dayr\e-test on

the8thaayffinegative,furtherself-monitoroftheir
healthT-or next 7 daYs

. Ho\/€\€rifsJch travellers are tested positive, their samples should be

sent for genomic testing at INSACOG laboratory nelwork

oTheyshallbemanagedatseparateisolationfacilityandtreatedaspeil:ic:
downstandardprotocolincludingcontactt'racingmentiortedinpara(xil,)

.TheContactsofsuchpositlvecaseshoulcjbekeptunderrnstit.ttton.:
quarantineorathomequarantinemonitoredstrictlybytheconcerIet]
State Government as per laid down protocol'

xvl. Travellers from Countries excluding those Countries at risk' will be allowed to leave the arrport

and shall self-monitor their health for 14 days' post arrival. A sub-section (5ilo of tlre total ilig'trt

passengers)shallundergopost.arrivaltestinSatrandomatthealrportonarivsl.
a. rhe S%of such travellers in each flight slrall be ideotrf red by the concerned sirlirrcs

(preferably from different countries)'

b. such travellers shall be escortcd by the Lorlcil'lrrrd airlrnes/MoCA to testtng ared on

arriva l'

c. The cost' of testing of such travellet's sh'rll be borrre by lrioCA



Laboratories shall prioritize testing of samples from such travelierslf such travellers are tested positive, they shall be managed as per laid dor,vn standardprotocol and samples would furthe, ,.no ior. ,"nomic testing

lf travellers under hom
suggestive of coViD-19 

quarantine or self-health monitoring, develop srgns and symptoms
isolate and report a.,n.:.'-t:::lositivefor 

CoVID-19.on ru-teJting, ttre'l witt irnmediately serf-
Helpline Number, 

tlr nearest health facilit or call Nationar r,eiprine number (t075)/ state

!nternational travellers arriving at seaports/land ports
xvlr. lrrternaticnaltr

sarne protoco, 
tut''t" arriving through.seaports/rand ports wi1 arso have to undergo the

oassengers.rrrtt:,;""' 
except that facility ro, ontine *r,r,rr,,r. rs not avairabre for suchxrx' such irave'e's 

.,1arr 
submit the serf-decraration form to the con.a.^^A ,. .Government of lnclia ., ,"aporir/LnJ'ron, on arrival. 

te concerned authorities oi

l:::i; '^-"o 
post-arrivar testing However rr

found symptomatic for COVID_19 
". .r,rri",. during home quarantin,testing and treated as per laid oo*n proto.o,, "t'ut nome quarantine perroc], they shall undergo

! Contacts of the suspect.case are the co-passengers seated in the samrows behind along with identified crbi. ;;;.;i,"n",1:::"""":ile 
same row, 3 rows rn rront and j

who have testeJ r"r,,.r. (during no.. oru,rn,il,:?"1]"},.,,Tff;J,,Jr:::j::,: or those t,.,'u.riu,...
days and tested as per rcMR protocol. 'r,c Ptrrroo,l wotlld be sublected to quaranrine for 14

d

e
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RAJESH BHUSHAN, IAS

SECRETARY

ql(f, 1ff{''T{

wnsq rq qkan tnalrq fi'qn

TqRcq qq qREN 6,AIM {alffi
Government of lndia

Department of Health and Family Tiielfare

Subject Preventive measures in view of latest Variant of Concern, i.e,, 8.1.1.529
(Omicron variant) reg.

EeanGZetq,t*'
This is regarai(the recently reported Variant of Concern (VoC) 8.1.1.529, :err,ed Crrri -

variant by the World Heatth Organization. Please refer to this Ministry's lefter datec 25.1i.2C2r
vide which States/UTs were informed about the repofting of COVID-19 variant 8.1,1.529 in se'.'era'

countries. Please also refer to this Ministry's Letter No, 2,28015/18512021'D1"1 Ceil c.l.'''
27,1t,202t.

2. In view of this, strict and effective measures to control the entry of VoC into the coun[n7 anc

prevent the spread of transmission within, are required to be taken by the States/UTs:

Measures in resoect bf International travellers:

I. Revised Guidelines for International travel have been issued by this Ministry on 28.\!.ji:'.
along with a revised algorithm, which are available oft this Ministry's tnre':sile

(https://www. mohfw,gov.in/pdf/Guidelinesforlnternationala rriva l28 112021. pdf) (En clc'se ,

for reference). As per these Guidelines, it has been nrandated that all passengers suc-r -

self-declaration form on the online Air Suvrdha [-or-::'

(https://www.newdelhiairpoft,in/airsuvidha/apho-registration) before the scheCuled trai'e

including details of travel in past 14 days'
Ii, Details of destination address, including district, vlllage etc, must also be speciiierl or, fi 

'

portal, The State Surveillance Officers must be informed about the same to enst,r.c

readiness for tracking upon arrival (if required)'
III. States/UTs must proactively ensure testjng as per Guidelines and sending positive samples

for Whole Genome Sequencing. They should also proactively liaise rvith other States,iul-s 1,,:

ensure effective follow-up of international traveller movement after disembarking.

N. All passengers from "At-Risk" countries are mandated to be subjected to RT-PCR testing

upon arrival. Random RT-PCR testing must also be done for passengers from all othr,r

countries. Kindly facilitate this at the airports

V. The individuals turning positive must be managed at separate isolation facilities 35 pc'I

Guidelines, and the resrrlts be sent expeditiously for Whols Genome Sequencirrc T1r,'

contacts of positive Lravetlers must be rept ttnder nstitl'ttorrar/home cuarelJIQC;l'r;

must be stricUy moniiored by the States/U-t-s.

Vi, The untested passengers and those turnii-rg ll,T-PCR rreQiirVe musr be follorveci up bi':i'"
State Surueillance Unrts on Day 2 and Day 5, and their tT PCR tcst nlust be corrduc't,,'e 

'

found symptomatic,
VIL The States/UTs shoulC ensure tha: every inte,'natiorrai ii-averier from these "At i) " ''

countries is accounteci ior ' testec' aird posittile )')nnl:ls celt r)Icn]ptly for \vhole Ge[tL)'r''

Sequencrng to desigrrated INSACOG Gerrorre Seoti:rrcr:9 L la'|or.torres (lGSLs,.

Room N<r, 156, A-VVrrg Nirman Bnar, ln, )ri"' ''' 'l': '0 011

rO) 0'11-23061863, 23tr63121,Fat : 0r i-2']C61'5 "-- l s': ;vh\"'''i" r'



i' It is critical that a strict vigil is maintained by the states/UTs to ensure that districr:,wise surveillance is carried out to track the emergence and sprearl of \rariarts,;
Concern in the country.

Ii' Daily sTlonitorimg by ihe State Surveillance officer, reviewed at your 61,r.rn t:3,.g, :
of transmisslon of VoCs in the

sters of positive cases.
surveillance strategy outlined in the ..:S,tC .,C

and rigorously monitored.
and surge surveillance through the Se-ii-,

tes/UTs must also be carried out as per Ii\TSACCiG
sitive samples are sent expeditiously for \r.rh:,lc

ains i.he same and must norry be made evert more
be contained as per the strategy already r,.

mote proper wearing of masks, fre$uert
te behaviour, especially in area r17l1sp1 12..;.

ey to protection agairrst any variant of ilr,.r COV:r,j-

trated to be effective against SARS_CoV2 Vai,ia:r..It is, therefore, of paramount importance that
ective communication strategies l<eeping in vlerv
vercome any residual vaccine resistance.

5' You triust also review this activity at your own level, preferabry every day, to epsLrre :,rrrctvigil and rigorous enforcenrent of the Guidelines. Focussed'and proicti";;t;, by all concerrredfunctionaries to enforce the multi-pronged prevention and containment strategy as indicatcd abo,.,l,is the need of the hour, These steps are crucial in our efforts to contain the ijreacl of tra.srnissrri.rof COVID1g variants in the country,

Encl, II: Algorithm for International Travellers

(Rajesh Bhushan)

ACS/Pr.Secy./Secy. (Health) of all States/UTs

\;.
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Azi,r-: ,;{ DO
.\rl:t .,.,1 :hOiSa';

No. 2,2801 5t18512021'DMCell
27th Novern ber, 2021

Dear Chief Secretary,

Please refer to this Ministry's letter dated 25'h November regarding the mutation of

SARS-CoV-2 variant (8 1 1.529; named Omicron), reported from South Africa on 24fh

November 2021.WHO has designated this variant as a new Variant of Concern 0/oC)

7 As a proactive step Government has already placed countries where this VoC has

been found in the category of 'At-Risk' countries for additional follow up measures ci

rnternational travelers coming into lndia from these countries

3 In view of the possible threat that this VoC can pose to the nation' it rs tmperatrve that

the intensive containrnent, active ,r*ailtrnae, increased coverage of vacctnation and covic

Appropriate genaviour must be enforced in the fleld in a very proactive manner to effectrvely

rnanage this VoC.

4ltisessentialthatthediseasesurveillancenetworkinthecountryisgearedupfor
rigorous follow ,p oi all intemational travelers from all countries especially countries

designated as ,,At ni.[,, There is arready a reporling rnechanism for obtaining past travei

detairs of passeng"r, .oring through internationat frrgnts this should be reviewed at yout-

rever and the protocor provided by this Ministry shourd be.stricily ensured including testing

on disembarkation of jnternationaitravelers coming from "At Risk" countries and sending all

p.=lt*" samples for g"n;r" sequencing lo INSACOG Labs in a prompt manner

Enhanced Testinq

5 Ample testlng infrasiructure need to be operationaiized to tackle any surge dre lc

thrs muiated virus. lt has been observed that the overali testing as well as rhe proportlon ol

RT-PCR tests have declined in some siates ln the absence of sufflcient testing' tt ls

extremely drfficult to determine the trus level of infeciion spread states must strengthen the

testrng infrastructure and strictly implernent the testing guidelines

Monitorinq of HotsPots

g continued monitoring of 'Hotspots" (areas where receni cl(lsler of positrve case:;

have emer.ged) ln all suchl,hotspots';, saturatton testrng and sending of posittve sarnple:'

qurckly for genome sequencing to designated_INSACOG Labs muSt be enSurecj l'l

colaboration with Department oiBiotechnotogy (DBT) Govt of lndia and Natronal Cenlre

for Disease control (t.\rcocl. States should keep a clcs-o check on the emerglng trend ol

cases and the positrvity in an area and qurckly delrneale l'rotspots for efl'ective containmenl

R,rcnr No. t56

Iele tO i (,1i -2:{05i863
A-h'rr'u i{i'rratt Er3lvii;1. i''er

230632:i' ; ::x 01 1-23rli1f 5:l

Delhi- 1 lrJ l1'1

L-nra'l :i.-.rvhlw0nic ln

I



;
srtrnf,o: z frs$ tg dti Hr*31:.h fulr fi-( T4 8tt rttrs qv rrq c,{T(-cf}.ftfreTl( ,(T{1 rilt:1r

'=-,I !

. frffi qrq le Genorne sequcrrcing (wGS) E) f,org tq-d w,rftr
d g* --+ i rsr wrq r

dc ri-{ ,ft U,GSnrqd g,fft,t .a* It:iftr.l

i-fti' \'ariant L)rrricroo ql-frEq qfqf VfcfT t'
6,r sfufl nryr f.Fqr qrq \rq qr+f, tEtE

si Htr'{hfr fr oTIY.A.ft.fr.oTN. qlz +ifrq

s wtroleGenonre SeqrterrcittglurGs)n qfr B.l.l..S2gionriclonvariant).FlEq ulzn G.ran $ FrtrfuRrdq !trq$ u:t{ "rfu'-i lV$ilr.J fu-c1 ;n wqrnT i,r
dBs_in rqt d Eq EELeqva_\

rc-t $ 3r-i-.i?q.h' .,krt-{sn mtrutr qe F..+-

mvttr C sqacror utfiu'. / yTEqr 4i; ,:.

-r ffi i renqo tSq wre-tl d fr-qrcile oi-i iE nlvr qrq qr6-ql_-a d s4ds'r ft-=r.=i:t '/ 12 / zozt 6\ fuqT rqr t' I H-fllgrv, oB66q"-ffier' or s.fua i=q t irnr-rR qsr,piq
Efr,-% fu-qr sX I

'1 EE.F RTRT+1q. gHls oiR-s tner t--€y dur ftft-s1 
'rrfr-.qraffi-c 

gM,eE dAg3Hf,'ld\ fr si'fus fu erruw-o -iaftd Gl,,n ,ls,o"k e^ wrzo. +n.trft q rsro-qoil a+slErerf,T EF-traa G is g€ q-6'rt {d fr o}fus-rg d mrrm fu en+rzr.n qE-rtng (3ils1}, rr!-fi Tq E!6T0j).Ifttrq- fuqr orq l 
r "'-rr\ \v r Y' \r.r

s otP+s-r g d qrir fu^rr*w rTnr+tq s ffi oTsnrm) d otft-s en{rr}-dtn di,
eR"_*H$g. qld eremr riEB Er{ RHs d€ fr qqy ftftRlr G 

"m, 
efi.ft_s_wrtg eiTT-,,dq sRmq or erfrwq fu,E oz/tz/2021 ; fs* ; Un-"-i ;;#ifiET5qrt t-

tr ttps ://i hnieso.zoorn.us/i/97783755703
Meeting D:977 8375 5703
Passcode: 009453- E-{q)ffi t r,qtT i sdqqfif,i d wrq {6d

d"#ffiffi*,,
Tr_m/3il{.S.Vs.fr (ao-ffi)/ zozt / l't 2-r dqfd, q1i--{ ,ol / tz / zozt.,i-ftFrfr- qwrel r

1.

/-

?

t,.

(

$

3Tw 5u< 1tH". dro sre2l \s qRrR o-.qt"I frqTrT q frfu-m' Rrwr 6n T,ffirq ?Tcr;r, q.q 
l

sngft-, frfuffir Rnfl, q.! 
t

ftqTT riql-ilfi, gq,vq.w, q.s 
I

srrw TirTrft'q s[rgffi, q,g 
I

HqttrR ft'fuNT frrmr, q.s 
r

HqkT fr-frq Tiqtffi, RRcq tfl?), q.s 
t

7. e!' q-qrd'fr, srrS.A., wrfu ,rqf-+q a1 silr Rrrnhq dfr er-qoilg, tg r.x t

HFaq
Er6 gmarr Ts qR-{rq 6-Fqr{ frrrrrr, q q



r.i Covid-1g. Siates snoulC ai:r ai l;nievrng positivity rate below 5% while focusing rl'

ii-ci.easiirg ihe nurr:ber of tests ancl ;iiaru. of RT-PCR tests to ard in early idenf.iticatiori

ture

; Having adequiate avatlabilitr7 of healih facilities across the state is essential to ensur;
lnat there are no delays in providirrg care Trained human reso{.Jrces, infrastructure, logtstics
and orccurement shr:uld be planned & strengthened considering tlre geographical spreaci
:'lne pan{:iernrc and tl,.ereshall ire nc cornpromise in providing prompt quality treatntent tc
ins paiients Siates are recluested to optimally utiiize the financial support provided by Govl
;' ililrE Lindei ECRP-l&ll diligentlv.

S INSACOG has been established to monitor the circulating variants jrr the country it
's 'rloonant at thts jurlctuie that States rnust significantly increase samplrng from the gene:a,
:o':uiatio;t/communitv for gencme sequertcing by sending thase sampies io INSACOG Lai
''-=fwo!'k as per ihe ;rolrcy.

Reqular Press B Covi riat havior &
/accination

! We nave seen rn lhe last surges in tire ccluntry that drscourse on CCVID is often
:iri uenced by misjniorrnation leading to anxiety in the masses To address this all Sta1e::
s,rculd proactively & regularly address the concerns of community through press briefrr:e,s
& State bulletins providing evidence based information States may also ensur.e thal
cornmunity is well informed regarding the measures undertaken and advised to follo,,rr
n-easures like Covid Appropriate Behaviour & getting vaccinated.

':, lt is criticai for the State/UTs to adhere to the overarchrng' Test-Track-Treat-
,,rar:cinate aird Co,rt0 Appropriate Eeltaviour prrncrple to ensure st;'ingent impiementaiion of
:cntainment measures as per MoHFW guidelrnes

r,onrentufi and buiid on the
r;andernic Ministry of Health
Slalesi UTs

tu1r. lqbat Singh Bains
Chief Secretary
Govt. of Madhya pradesh
Ernail; cs@mp.nic.in

your continued leadership we will be able to maintarn thE
progress inade so far to ac.Jdress the latest threat of the
and Family welfare assures of arr requisite support 1io the

,U**
Yours sincereJy

-
\>--=>\_a-_.

(Rajesh Bhushan)
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RAJESH BHUSHAN, IAS

SECRETARY

AzaC!i"
Amrlt MahotSav

D. O. No'25/S( H FW)/CV ariantl2021
25th November 2021

beo,- GZ.ery,uot
This is ,.6rornn the Variants of ConcernA/ariants of lnterest

(VoCsA/ols) of tf,E SnnIS-CoV-2 virus and the Whole Genome Sequenctno

activity being coordinated in the country through the lndiair SARS-GoV-2

Genomics consorlium (rNSAcocir.o Nrtionuicentre for Disease control

(NCDC), wlricn ii the Nodar ng""IJ,lot rruSnCOG The arm of this actrvitv is

tracking and monitoring "r"rg6nce 
and transmiision of covlD-'1g VocsA/ols

in the country'

2. ln this regard, various letters issued by this Ministry dated 12th Nov 2021

3,d. Nov. 2021,"26* ocl,2oz,l, 20th ocr.2021, and 27th Augu s12021 may please

be referred to- n[ 
-these 

r"tt"r= reiterated the crititality of scrupulous

implementation and rigorous-ronitoring of the three-pronged surveillance

strategy or s.i""ning 
"ano t"riing i^ter"nationar traverers & their contacts'

routine sentinel surveillan.. .n"i'rirg" rr*"rllance, and timely sending of RT-

pCR positiva sample= to l"r,g;.t.0 INSACOG Genome Sequenctng

Laboratories (lGSLs)'

3.lthasnowbeenreportedbyNCDC-th3tmultiplecasesofaCoVlD.l9
variant 8.1.1529 have been t"ptj't"J ln lgtswana 

(3 cases)' South Africa

(6 cases) "r'o 
Honk Kong'ii;;;)' Thl,t variani i=-:l:'1ed to have a

significantly high number-or .,t,uonS, and thus, has serious public health

imprications roi the country, in view of re""ntiv rurur"o visa restrictions and

;;:^;;s uP of international travel'

4. rt is therefore imperative that ALL rnternationar traverers trave,ing from

and transiting through these lountries, (they ti" pu'-t of the "at risk" country

Category ot iiternational trru"fLi' coming to f nOLi and also including alt other

,at risk, countries indicated in"i[" ,Lrii"jcriJ"rin"s for rnternational Arriv.als

issued bv 
trres rn., ua'[vLr I L v r 

?l;'1"#:LXt".1J'"1'?#=""'i^ii,'.T['l;
and testi 

O and tested as per MoHFW guidelines
travellers

rf,h ild

.,contd/-

Room No. 156' A-Wlng' Nirman Bhawan' New Delhi'110 011
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5 You are also recluested to ens
positive are sent to the designated I

Guidance Documeni: issued

fuf3jpclJ State Surveillance Cffioers mu , -:^th ged IGSLs for expediting results of genomrc analysrs' su

th ic health measures may be undertaken by the states/UTs

in VOCsA/ols is reported by the INSACOG network

6 lt is critical for the States/UTs to adhere to the overarching 'Test-Traci<-

Treat-Vaccinate' principle to ensure stringent implementation of containment

measures as per MoHFW guidelines, and to prevent the spread of VoC\/ois

and formation of clusters of cases

--eE:
(Rajesh Bhushar;)

Additional chief secretary /Principal secretary /secretary (Health)

Al! States/UTs

Copy for information to: Director NCDC
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Di'l:ed the 3Oth Novembe( 20)I

Government of lndia

Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

Guidelines for lnternational Arrivals

(in supersession of all guidelines issued on the subject on and afte ' 2Sthrh November 2021)

lntroduction

The global tralectory of coVlD-19 pandemic continues lu declr'te wrItr ct iain regional variations The

need to mgnitor the continuously changing nature of virus ard errrrlutrtt'- of SARS-CoV-2 variants of

concern (VOCs) must still remain in focus The existing gr'rideliner for i'ltPrnational arrivals in lndra

have been formulated taking a risk-based approach' The existing gu.ide{i'es have been revised in vtew

of reporting of a new variant of sARS-coV-2 (B'1 1579 ramed omrcron) rvhich has been now

classified as Variant of Concern by the World Health organiratir'n

Scope

This document provides protocols to be complied with internatIon]l :;ellers as well those to be

followed by airtines, points of entry (airports' seaports ancl lanc borcer\ {r'r risk profiling of passengers'

This Standard operating Procedure shall be valid w.e.l. i.5r ).]l.il.l ,l-,|)| 2|21 (oo.o1 Hrs IST) tiIl further

orderS. Based on,n"'r,r-n assessment, this document shall be r€ /rtl.r''d 
- 

'rn iime to time

A.1. Planning for Travel

i. All travellers should .^.a nn -l , rnli,.., Air Suvidha portal

;' 
n?I,;-;l5;:i;i:lr,.|;:;'"..ilon')l''n 

n (oQi"'rtion) before the schedured

b ffitii:':1';:i,:'::i''i%'1il:1:::[;rr 
rh s ie:L ;r c1 have been conduc'red

.:"ll::n::'I:;:t'iTiiI['i:::::r'tnwithr€]specttoauthenticitvortheroUt'r;otherwlSe'
report and will I 

' '!rsi' to Ministry of Civil Aviation'

ii. They should also give at 
n jy 'T, -:llowed to undertake the

Government of lndia, t ,oprrcira Bovernment authoritY to

journey that they woul ring, a, warranted'

undergo home/instituti ',,-, , 'c;fir:d countries (based on

iii. continuing with the € rr..-. ,,.len.rri,ed f or additional follow

epidemiological situat d in nara (xv) below. The listing' of

up, These include nee r' " '' situatiorr of CoVID-19 across

such specified Countri .rsr ' of Health & Family Welfare'

the world and will be n 
'-1 1'-asit€ of Ministry of External

(mohfw'gov'in) and th

Affairs and Air Suvidha Portal'

:' :::]]"j",,'llu1""'"- :lj:':::^' 
rrom at.risk "l:'l-1"'rr' 

be'"1"-':l'lu the airr nes

that they will Jndergo por, rrtt/at''estin?' qrrarl'ri- f ii''si''1, negativi:' stringent isolation

protocols ii"*"0 positive etc' as mentioned;11 r; 'i l ')
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v Do,s and Don,ts.,::rl '1? crc\,:.lec alcng with ticket to the travellers by the airlines/agencres

concerned.

vi Airlines to ;rlow ,.r11rr";ilB by r:rrly those passengers who have filled in the Self Declaration

Form on the Air i,r,'.r ir,-';rc,rti,i, uploaded the negative RT-PCR test report.

vii At the tinre of bc,, rl ,; ri, Il,;hi orr,y asymptomatic travellers will be allowed to board after

thermal SCr€€ur,1,. ,

viii. Allpasserrg":ss;',;l ,.;.'h,:;iitt.j: uroadAarogyaSetuappontheirmobiledevices.

A.3. During Travel

ix ln-flight announc.'r':nt alrotrt COVID t9 including precautionary measures to be followed
shall be made at a LirrLs arrd,rr {lights and duringtransit.

x During in-flight (:rc\v -1ii?ir 1'nr'.,'E thar ilcVlD appropriate behaviour is followed at alltimes
xi lf any passeng€ r._. , ):,: sJ.r,Jf ln-s of C-OVID_19 during flight, he/she shall be isolated as per

protocol.

x

On arrival

De-boarding shotrrc t,: co-e :rrsu:ing physical distancing,
Thermal screenirrr, ',':uicj o:,:artrecl out in respectof allthe passengers by the health officials
present at the a"p''r : 'ihe s':li-ceclaration form filled online shall be shown to the airport
health staff.

The passengers forr'r'j tr-) be syrnptomatic during screening shall be immediately isolated and
taken to medicat r'a.tltty as I.rer nealth protocol. lf tested positive, their contacts shall be
identitied and rrr.trra. ecJ as oer lai!l oown protocol{
Travellers from iptlt'iitd Cor-rntries at risk Ias mentioned in para (iri) above.] will follow the
protocol as detail,:=r:i ,,elor,r

r submission oi ;,rmplt ic'post-arrival coVlD-19 testi at the point oI arrival (self-pard).
such travellers r,ill be requlred to wait for their test results at the arrival airport before
leaving or raki,.ri a .ortrrrc;rng flrght.

r lf tested negalrvL thcy will follow, home quarantine for 7 days. Re-test on the gth day of
arrival in lndia' :r;d it rre,4ative, further self-monitor of their health for next 7 days.r However, if su'-i tr;rvr:ll€r5 orE tested positive, their samples shoulcl be sent for genomic
testing at INSACOG laboratory network.

' They shall be m;rnaged at separate isolation facility and treated as per laid down standard
protocol includir.tg conract tracing mentioned in para (xiv).

' The contacts of such positrve case should be kept under institutional quarantine or at
home quarantrrte nronitored strictly by the concerned State Government as per laid down
protocol.

Travellers from countries excluding those Countries at risk, will be allowed to leave the airpo(and shall self-moniior tirerr health for L4 days' post arrival. A sub-section (2% of the total fliBht
at random at the airport on arrival.
t shall be identified by the concerned arrlines

e concerned airlines/MoCA to testing area on

c The cost of testing of such travellers shall be borne by the travellers iclentifred forrandom Iest ng themselves.

xv

XV

t
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d.

e. rf such t.ar"tt"r, 
"i";"lj 

,: testrns or . r; ,.
protocol an.r .---, lsted positi''e, 'lr .protocol and samples'-'su 

poslti'e,'.h:r 
,

would further s.=r c., i, , ,,lf traveilers under home ^, 

--' u I' I .J

suS8estive 
"f a;;,o-:Te 

quarantine or setf.he ;, ih

::fF:i:I;Jli,*ii:T.:ti;',li iff ;":'', c e

,fufffn }i]:::::,:_test ns or s, , ,,,

xvii.

.-r travellpr-s

,.'::: 
p(,_r,r,d down srandarcj

I.,ST INB

;"ffi;;i;;:}..',fi,:J:
',?lplin! number (1075),/ State

;:1il::1,.,;;g;;,ff;:"j:ffilfi1;::il,, I ;,,i :.,

Internationat travelle

xviii. rnternationa,trs 
arrivin8atseaports/land 

por'::

same proto.olt:-':','"" arriving thr,

.. passensers.Jl,:il;:*' ;;'"J,,1,."."'l ;:;:1.'.-'1.
xtx. Such travelle

Governmen, J:, 
t1:" submit the serf-decraralior ,(,(

>f lndia at seaports/land po;t, r,r o, i,,-.

r i,i:; rill also irave to undergo therr:aj ,r. r :ron is rrot available for such

lr' i( L ie concerned authorities of

l:ll::,1 :., 
,-.,,,, r:o:i_arrivar testing. However, if...i ,./ , (: :;-,.r.r it,r e period, they shall undergo

r Children under 5 yr
found symp,..",n ;::':::"^t" 

are exempted

testing and treated 
"or 

COVID-19 on arrival or
per laid down protocol.

1-a"n.,":* of the.rrl:.:.case are the co_passen.;' :ir.rows behind along with identified a.i,ril"* a ;r:, , i r,who have tested positive (during f,orn" qrr).nt,r,r: pr1, ._g.days and tested as per ICMR protocol.

ie ro\v. j -cws in front and 3- tt I -. ConlrLtj of those travellers
.r'i\r,\; -., j-Djectcc t; quarantine for 14
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List of Countries from where travellers would need to follow additional measu/es on arrival in lndia'

including post-arrival testing (Countries at-risk)

(UPca:erd as on 30'h November 20211

1

7.

l.
4

5.

5,

1.

8

Countries in Europe including The United Kingdom

South Africa

Brazil

Botswa na

China

Mauritius

New Zealand

Zimbabwe

Singapore

Hong Kong

lsrael

9.

10.

11.


